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To help ensure equal access to information, the City of
Portland Bureau of Planning offers the following services to
disabled citizens:

Interpreter (two working days notice required);

Accessible meeting places;

Audio Loop equipped hearing rooms in City Hall and the
Portland Building; and

Planning documents printed in large type sizes for the
visually-impaired (two working days notice required).

If you have a disability and need accommodation, please call
823-7700 (TDD 823-6868). Persons needing a sign language
interpreter must call at least 48 hours in advance.
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In the early 1940s, the people of the Gilbert area wanted a public tennis court but there
were not funds in the school budget for it. The land was available behind the Gilbert grade
school, now Alice Ott School. Private funds from local businesses and citizens of the area
and contributed materials allowed for construction of two tennis courts. The names of the
organizations and individuals who made donations are imprinted in the concrete near the
tennis courts. The list includes many pioneer families or their descendants. Itisa
monument to their spirit and determination to accomplish a goal for the common good.
Unfortunately the tennis courts have fallen into some disrepair but can still be used.

The second event that is remembered by some is a parade that started on Foster, at about
82nd, and came out Foster to about 116th into the area where the Foster Drive-In is now.
This event was called the Chuck Wagon Roundup. In addition to the parade there were
celebrations at the drive-in location. A corral was built for a rodeo. Various eats could be
had and one could spend a nickel or two throwing baseballs at milk jugs that never seemed
to fall over. As ] recall, this was sponsored by the Gilbert PTA. A good time was had by all
who attended and participated.

More History of Powellhurst-Gilbert

Settlers came to Oregon territory in the mid-1800s and dispersed throughout the
Willamette Valley to establish land claims. Many of the people who settled the
Powellhurst-Gilbert area were farmers who came here because there was land available to
settlers under the Donation Land Claim Act. Their legacy is the parcelization of land into
large tracts and establishment of a grid-oriented street pattern.

One of the routes that settlers used was the northern part of the Oregon Trail, which later
became Foster Road. Foster Road was a farm-to-market road named after a pioneer, Philip
Foster, who lived and operated a farm in the southeast near Estacada. Several early settlers
influenced place names and cultural institutions in and around the Powelthurst-Gilbert
neighborhood. Clinton Kelly (Kelly Butte), William Johnson (Johnson Creek), and O.P.
Lent (Lents neighborhood) were the most prominent (Courtesy of Oregon Historical
Saciety).

Travelers disembarking from boats on the Columbia River used Southeast 82nd Avenue as
a north-south route to Oregon City and other points south. Southeast 92nd Avenue was
also used as a north-south axis and became more prominent as the area around it grew. A
lively commercial district developed, just south of the Powellhurst-Gilbert neighborhood,
at 92nd and Foster Road in Lents.

A steam powered streetcar railway from Portland to Lents, along SE Powell Boulevard and
Foster Road began in 1892. In 1901 the railway was electrified.

In the late 1800s the Powellhurst-Gilbert neighborhood was served by the Portland Traction
Company interurban line which ran from downtown Portland along SE Hawthorne
Boulevard to 50th Avenue, to Foster Road, to 102nd and Foster, known as Lent's Junction,



and then to points east. Property along the streetcar line developed into single-family
residential uses. Development was slower in the northern end of Powellhurst-Gilbert due
to lack of good access to the rail transportation.

Post rld War I1

Population in this area grew slowly through World War Il. Availability of low cost Federal
Home Administration housing loans fueled by demands for housing by returning World
War II veterans led to a surge of residential development throughout the community in the
late 1940s. Growth accelerated in the 1960s and 1970s followed by periods of population
fluctuation in the 1980s.

The Powellhurst-Gilbert neighborhood grew along with the City of Portland. What had
been farmsteads gave way to demand for residential land. Large lots were divided for new
home sites continually from the early 1900s to the present. Metzger land division maps of
1927, 1944, and 1994, on the following pages, visually show how the neighborhood has
changed in less than 70 years. Portions of the Powellhurst-Gilbert neighborhood were first
annexed in the 1960s with annexations occurring almost continually since then. The final
portions of the Powellhurst-Gilbert neighborhood were annexed to the City of Portland in
1994.

The former Foster Farm on Foster Road. The farm was recently purchased by the City of
Portland for Open Space.
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Metzger Land Division Map - 1927
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Metzger Land Division Map - 1944
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Metzger Land Division Map - 1994




for changes to the Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Plan. The result of the Commission's
decisions was incorporated into the Recommended Plans, which included the
Recommended Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Plan.

The Recommended Plans were presented to City Council in October, 1995. City Council
held public hearings in November 1995 and January 1996 on the Recommended Plans, as
well as on the Recommended Comprehensive Plan Designations and Zoning for outer
southeast. On January 31, 1996 City Council adopted Ordinance No. 169763, which makes
the Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Plan part of the Portland Comprehensive Plan. On
the same date City Council also adopted the plan’s Action Charts by Resolution No. 35491.
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Southeast campus of Portland Community College, SE 82nd
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